
DOCKET NO.: LLI-CV-18-6017041-S :  SUPERIOR COURT 

VALERIE BRUNEAU :  JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF LITCHFIELD  

VS. :  AT TORRINGTON  

TORRINGTON BOARD OF :  
EDUCATION AND DENISE CLEMONS :  JANUARY 9, 2018 

NOTICE OF FILING OF NOTICE OF REMOVAL

TO: Clerk  
Superior Court of Connecticut  
Judicial District of Litchfield 
50 Field Street 
Torrington, CT 06790 

Plaintiff’s Attorney  
Richard J. Padykula, Esq. 
Feinstein Education Law Group 
945 Main Street, Suite 304 
Manchester, CT 06040 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on this 9th day of January, 2018, the undersigned attorney 

for Defendants Torrington Board of Education and Denise Clemons filed with the Clerk of the 

United States District Court for the District of Connecticut, a Notice of Removal, a copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, of the above-entitled action to the United States District 

Court for the District of Connecticut.   
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Respectfully submitted,  

DEFENDANTS, TORRINGTON BOARD OF 
EDUCATION and DENISE CLEMONS 

By   /s/ Johanna G. Zelman  
 Johanna G. Zelman (CT Bar No. 424901) 
 FordHarrison LLP (Juris Bar No. 4296943) 
 750 Main Street, Suite 606 
 Hartford, CT 06103 
 Tel #:   860-740-1355 
 Fax #:  860-740-1394 
 Email:  jzelman@fordharrison.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the above was or will immediately be mailed or delivered 
electronically or non-electronically on January 9, 2018 to all counsel and self-represented parties 
of record and that written consent for electronic delivery was received from all counsel and self-
represented parties of record who were or will immediately be electronically served.  

Richard J. Padykula, Esq. 
Feinstein Education Law Group 
945 Main Street, Suite 304 
Manchester, CT 06040 
rpadykula@edlawct.com

  /s/ Johanna G. Zelman 

WSACTIVELLP:9564036.1  



Exhibit A



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT 

VALERIE BRUNEAU :   
Plaintiff :  Civil Action No.: 

: 
VS.  :   

: 
TORRINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION, ET AL. :  JANUARY 9, 2018   

Defendants 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL

To the United States District Court for the District of Connecticut:   

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Defendants, Torrington Board of Education and Denise 

Clemons, respectfully remove this action from the Superior Court of the State of Connecticut 

Judicial District of Litchfield at Torrington to the United States District Court for the District of 

Connecticut, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441, and as grounds therefore states as follows: 

1. Plaintiff has commenced an action against the Defendants in the Superior Court of 

the State of Connecticut Judicial District of Litchfield at Torrington, by service of a Summons 

dated December 15, 2017 and Complaint dated December 19, 2017.  The Plaintiff served by 

State Marshal a copy of the Summons and Complaint upon the Defendants on or about 

December 19, 2017.  The case was assigned Case No. LLI-CV-18-6017041-S in the records and 

files of that Court (“State Court Action”).  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a), the Defendant 

hereby attaches the Summons and Complaint hereto as Exhibit A.  

2. The State Court Action is returnable to the Superior Court of the State of 

Connecticut Judicial District of Litchfield at Torrington on January 9, 2018. 

3. In their Complaint, Plaintiff alleges, among other things, that: (a) Defendants 

retaliated against and terminated Plaintiff in violation of Connecticut General Statutes § 31-51m; 
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(b) retaliated against Plaintiff in violation of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 42 

U.S.C. § 12131-12134; (c) retaliated against Plaintiff in violation of Title V of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act 42 U.S.C. § 12203; and (d) retaliated against Plaintiff in violation of 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794(a).  As claims (b), (c) and (d) 

arise under the laws of the United States, this Court has original subject matter jurisdiction 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331.  This action may therefore be removed to this Court pursuant to 

28 U.S.C. § 1441. 

4. The remainder of Plaintiff’s claims are so related to the claims in which the Court 

has original subject matter jurisdiction that they form part of the same case or controversy under 

Article III of the United States Constitution.  This Court therefore has supplemental jurisdiction 

over all of Plaintiff’s state and common law claims for which the Court does not have original 

jurisdiction, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367.  

5. All Defendants consent to this removal.  

6. Attached hereto, in compliance with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a), are complete and 

accurate copies of the process and pleadings received by the Defendant to date.  

5. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b), this Notice of Removal is being filed within thirty 

(30) days of the date of service of process on Defendant and within thirty days of the date 

Defendants’ counsel received a copy of the complaint. 

6. Defendant is providing written notice of the Filing of this Notice of Removal to 

Plaintiff and is filing a copy of this Notice of Removal with the Clerk of the Superior Court of 

Connecticut, Judicial District of  Litchfield at Torrington pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d). 
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WHEREFORE, Defendant respectfully requests that this action be removed from the 

Superior Court of the State of Connecticut Judicial District of Litchfield at Torrington to the 

United States District Court for the District of Connecticut.  

Respectfully submitted,  

DEFENDANTS, TORRINGTON BOARD OF 
EDUCATION and DENISE CLEMONS 

By   /s/ Johanna G. Zelman  
 Johanna G. Zelman (Bar No. ct26966) 
 FordHarrison LLP 
 750 Main Street, Suite 606 
 Hartford, CT 06103 
 Tel #:   860-740-1355 
 Fax #:  860-740-1394 
 Email:  jzelman@fordharrison.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

This is to certify that on this 9th day of January, 2018, a copy of the foregoing was filed 
electronically and served by mail on anyone unable to accept electronic filing.  Notice of this 
filing will be sent by e-mail to all parties by operation of the Court’s electronic filing system or 
by mail to anyone unable to accept electronic filing as indicated on the Notice of Electronic 
Filing.  Parties may access this filing through the Court’s CM/ECF System.  

Richard J. Padykula, Esq. 
Feinstein Education Law Group 
945 Main Street, Suite 304 
Manchester, CT 06040 
rpadykula@edlawct.com

  /s/ Johanna G. Zelman 
Johanna G. Zelman 

WSACTIVELLP:9564074.1  




















































